Vacation Homes
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pa YACATION HOMES

THE INSIDE TRACK ON THE LATEST DEVELDPMENTS

Bahia Beach, Puerto Rico

For years, 3 two-mile stretch of white
sandy beach, 483 serei of maritime fof-
it and a former coconut plantation
have quietly exmted along Puerto Rica’
northexsterm coast,

Luckaly, much ha been learned i
recent  decades abour  environmentally
semsitive building, and pow that Bahia
Beach s ripe o blosom. it promises wo be
a3 premmer example of eco=luxiry.

You can't replicate the setting.” sy
Fedenico ], Sanchez=-Ortie. prosident of
Intechink Group, Bahia Beachs develop-
ment managen.*“We're being very cancful
not 1o overshadow thar natural beaury”
Buildings will be low-rise and bow-density,
allorenimg, thot beauty to take confer stage,
“Every bulding will wt below the tree
line," Sanchez-Oruiz wys,

By the time the community opens in
2000, around 300 rendences inspired by
vermacular  plantation  architecture  will
vand. Some M La Verandas golf villas in
10 buildings will cost between £675.000
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and $1.8 million. The vills range from
1,500 to 3500 square fect and were
dessgned by 5D Architeco—whose past
projecty inclode Napa Valleys Calistoga
Ranch and Mismis Fher ldand. Ten
#.232-squarc-foot  Las Ol beachfront
townhomes—with four bedrooms, peivate
plunge pools and two-car garages—start
it §3.9 mullion. Twenty-uix St Fegn-
branded Las Easancias estate homes stant
at 83,6 million, and the S:. Regis will offer
135 opulent beachfrom resort residences.
In addition. 24 LasVentanas Villas, ranging
froam 1,700 po 3400 wquare feet and priced
frorm $1.1 millicn, will join the Aock. The
mew seaside golf course was designed by
Robert Trent Jones Jr. and b rragated by
watet from the property’s lakes, rather
than the ity water wtem, and fertal-
tzed acconding to Audubon International
stanidards, There will abso be a beach club
and golf clubhowe, a seaside willage of
shopy. 2 Reméde Spa and Fimnew Center,
elegant and casual restaurants and ococan-

front vwimming pools. Outede the devel-
oprment. the rustic surrounds molode the
adpacent ElYungue Manonal Forest, rivens
and lakes, and that erquoise ocean.

And though it may feel Like anothe
world, Puerto Rico 15, of course, a Uniged
States termtory, with no surprising role?
or mesrictions (o overcome when par-
chasing property. “People fall in love wik
the location, but they alw have 2 ratiomi S
side” ways Sinchez-Ovtiz. That rational
side should appreciate the short 16G-mile
drive to the San Juan airport. which
offers direct flighes from 20 aoes, inckad-
ing a four-hour direct flight from New
Youk. "People can leave New Yok in !Ih:
morning and be playing golf by noon’
ays Sinchez-Ornz. “That conveniencel
makes it lews like an oecasional w.n.m
home and morne hke 3 weekend g 4
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